THE   GOVERNMENT   GARDENS                 93
along with a Zoo, In a few years the small Museum developed into the trio institution that it is today with the three branches each gaining strength from day to day.
At the outset it may be of interest to state that the institution owes its present position to the enthusiastic and scientific interest evinced by many European officers of the old Nair Brigade from which were drawn as many as five of the Secretaries to the Museum Committee. The Maharajas and British Residents continued to take the same interest. In 1865 when Mr. Brown retired, he was succeeded by Captain H, Drury at whose instance the collection of exhibits preserved in the Palace were removed to a large hall in the newly constructed Public Office buildings. The present building was then constructed on the design and plan furnished by Mr. Ohisholm, the Consulting Architect to the Government of Madras. The building was completed in 1880 when it was thrown open to the public. From then the institution began to grow in its scope and utility which was greatly appreciated by the public and the institution was recognised as a great* source of public instruction as well as recreation. It was considered a potent factor in the popular and practical education of mass mind, more powerful than schools. Col. Ketchen, the commandant of the Nair Brigade, was appointed Honorary Secretary and he immediately took steps to organise the staff with a view to make the institution more attractive* He remained as Honorary Secretary for 11 years. He was succeeded by Rev. Pettigrew of the Church Mission Society who -was largely responsible for ' The Top Garden'. After a . brief tenure of office he was succeeded by Captain Harold Ferguson F. L. S. who has filled several roles in Travancore. First he was a planter and later on joined the Travancore Nair Brigade as a Wing Officer. He was next : Tutor to Etia Highness, Prince, Aswati Tininal, the first among the Ruling Order in India; Th